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OBSERVATIONS 


UTFUN IH K 


Conduct of the CL ERG, 
Ec. 


HOUGH I muſt expect to 
meet with ample Cenſure 


from one particular Quarter, 
my Regard to the Proteſtant Intereſt, 
con{ider'd as Univerſal, and to the 
Principles of the original Reforma- 
tion, has led me to proſecute an En- 
quiry into ſome modern Concealments; 
which, becauſe of their Importance 
to the Laity, I am very well fatis- 
fy'd, ought to be examind, and 
drawn forth to publick Inſpection. 


B AccorD- 


(2) 

AccorDinG to ſuch Eccleſiaſtical 
Laws, and Conſtitutions of this King- 
dom, which the Clergy have pro- 
curd to be eſtabliſh'd, whether to 
bind themſelves, or more properly 
others, let the Reader judge when he 
ſhall have attended the following Re- 
ſearch, the Church profeſſes Thirzy 
Wine Articles of Religion. To theſe 
Articles every Eccleſiaſtical Perſon, 
truly as muſt be ſuppos'd, ſubſcribes 
his Aſſent, and Conſent. 


How fir the Demand of ſuch 
Subſcription may be juſt, or how far 
the doctrinal Articles are, juſt, is not 
at preſent my Object. The Remark 
beg Leave to make, and which e- 
very intelligent Perſon will ſee, the 
Reaſonableneſs of is this; theſe Stric- 
tures of Religion are either a Rule of 


teaching in this Church, or they are 


not a Rule. If they are not a Rule, 
what conſtitutes the Church of Eng- 
land? If they be a Rule, and a 

Standard, 
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Standard, where muſt be grounded the 
Authority of modern Teaching, which 
is not only not agrecable to theſe 
Articles, but abſolutely a contrary 
Syſtem? In Caſe by any After-Lights 
a lara finds Cauſe to change 
his ſubſcribing Opinion, (a Right I 
ſhall not diſpute) and goes into 
different Schemes, why is not ſuch 
Difagreement with his Rule publick- 
ly pr nun of 0 and the People 
advertis d of the Difference? This 
Myſtery of the Pulpit appears to me 
unfair with Reſpect to the People. 
They have no by d Sight of their 
Miniſter's Scheme. They can have 
no Security, no Dependance upon him, 
in any doctrinal Point whatſoever. 


Taz Conduct of a Miniſter ought 
never to be ambiguous, and diſguis'd 
from Mankind. I ſhould rather ap- 
prehend it ſhould be the moſt inge- 
nuous, and ſacred thing in the World. 
Small Deviations from the Eſtabliſh- 

B 2 ment, 


(4) 
ment, and uneſſential, would call 
for no Remark; but it is obſervable, 
modern Preaching varies not only in 
ſome particular Points, it is a new 
Scheme built upon an oppoſite Foun- 
dation. Vet the People are not ad- 
vertis'd, tis kept a Secret from them. 
A common Auditory bath not skill 
in its ſelf to diſcern the Difference. 
They hear, and receive without Suſ- 
picion in an implicit manner, accord- 
ing to the Scheme of the Age, which 
happens to be in Uſe. Poſſibly the 
Preacher himſelf may have taken it 
up without the exacteſt Examination, 
or having ſtrictly compar'd it with 
ſuch, which prevail'd before his Time; 
tho' tis generally Odds againſt any 
Tenets which ariſe from Cuſtom, ei- 
ther in unlearned, or in learned Men. 


WyraTsotveR high Opinion the 
World entertains of liberal Accom- 
pliſhments, Learning may be a ſplen- 
did Gift, yet is far from being the 


chief 


(5) 


chief Requiſite in a Divine: Many 
other might be mention d of greater 
Importance to the Laity. Diſinte- 
reſtedneſs, and Sincerity, are prefe- 
rable; ſo is Experience in the Scrip- 
tures. Without theſe Learning is 
precarious in many reſpects, a guile- 
ful Amuſement. An Academical E- 
ducation falls ſhort of the Advantages 
we uſually attribute to it. It is ſel- 
dom ſo converſant about Religion, as 
might be wiſh'd; and when conver- 
ſant, obnoxious to much partiality. 
Gentlemen in Univerſities are fre- 
quently learned but on one ſide of the 
Queſtion. A Student in Roman Ca- 
tholick Countrys applys himſelf to 
defend the definitive Council of Trent, 
and whole Roman Syſtem; in Eng- 
land, the Philoſophy, and Divinity 
of the Day, with the grand Epiſco- 
pal Syſtem. On this Occaſion Aca- 
demicians are not ſo ſolicitous to find 
out any Error, or Defect in their Te- 
nets, as how to maintain them with 

Dexterity, 
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66) 
Dexterity, and Skill. They will ſtep 
a little way into the Arguments of a 
contrary Party, in order to under- 
ſtand them for Confutation, ſeldom for 
Conviction. Theſe letter d Warriors 
rarely penetrate ſo deep into the E- 
nemy's Quarters as to have any Man 
taken Priſoner. The Study of the 
Schools appears ſo precarious a mat- 
ter, ſo embaraſs'd with Subtilties, hu- 
man Paſſions, human Prejudices, 
that it ſeldom anſwers, with reſpect 
to Religion, a valuable End. It is 
one thing to be educated in Divinity, 
another thing to be educated in 
Chriſtianity. A Clergyman may ea- 
{ily be a 3 he may have read 
Whitby, Pearſon, and the Fathers; 
but if he has not carefully read his 
Bible, and been converſant in the 
Pages which cannot miſguide him, 
'tis far from certain that he may be 
properly denominated a Chriſtian 
Divine. A Perſon ought not to be 


eſteem'd a Miniſter of God, meerly 
becauſe 


; AT 3 3 
beccauſe he was educated to the Mi- 
nifſtry, or has had an Impoſition of 
Epiſcopal Hands upon his Head, un- 
leſs other Evidences attend his Deport- 
ment, to demonſtrate this Point more 
ſtrongly, and plainly. No Hereſy 
yet, tis hoped, tho poſſibly I feerh 


g# 
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to tread on the Confines of it. 
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Ar Entrance into Holy Orders it 


appears ſomewhat wonderful, that 
Fido any Gentlemen recede from 
that Undertaking, on account of 
Scruples ariſing from the Terms of 
their Admiſſion. We muſt be at a 
| Lols to account for this Caſe, except 
from the Miniſtry's being generally 
engag' d in with a View to a Mainte- 
Nance. | This may ſuggeſt an Apo- 
logy for ſeveral ſmall mental Incom- 
pliances, yet cannot juſtify that Diſ- 
agreement with the principal Articles 
which diſcovers its ſelf to exact Ob- 
ſervers in the Courſe of their Preach- 
ing ever after. However, the Sub- 
ſcription 


3 


Dre 


68) 
ſcription ſtands: and may now be 
look d upon as the Ground, on which 
our Miniſters paſs from one Order 
and Promotion to another. The Ar- 
ticles being read in the Congregation, 
they pronounce openly their full Aſ- 
ſent. By and by they give into the 
Stream of our new Divinity, and caſt 
the Articles behind their Backs. They 
actually oppoſe them, in a diſguis'd 
manner. And call all Mankind Diſ- 
ſenters, except themſelves, who hap- 
pen to be really ſuch in the moſt 
material Points. As thus, Out of the 
Thirty Nine Articles, there are only 
Five, on which our Reformers laid 
the Streſs, and Subſtance of Proteſta- 
niſm. Moſt of the reſt are no other 
than circumſtantial, and external 


Matters. Theſe particular Five the 


Clergy at preſent generally disbelieve, 
and reject; and are fallen upon a 
new Foundation. Conſequently the 
litteral or written Conſtitution of the 


Church of England is no more. = 
o 


= 
; 
3 
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of this by and by. I ſhall not trouble 
the Reader with rehearſing theſe Cal- 
viniſtical Articles, whereby the Bri- 
ziſh Church agrees originally with e- 
very foreign Proteſtant Church ; but 
I ſhall give him the Subſtance of the 
matter, and the Difference between 
the fit and the new Hyſtem, in as 
diſtinct, and conciſe a View as con- 
veniently I can. 


MobpEzN Divinity may be defined 
a moral Scheme, taken up from the 
Time of Archbiſhop Laud, conſiſting 
in this Poſition, that a Chriſtian's E- 
ternal Happineſs depends in the main 


on his own Endeavours, I ſay, on his 


own virtuous Endeavours. Some- 
times Words may be dropt from the 
Pulpit ſeemingly of another Import, 
but ſuch Words are very rare, and. 
ſoon remov'd out of ſight again by 
the moral Inculcation. Further, our 
Auditories are led to apprehend that 
Repentance, Faith and the like are 

C attainable 


(10) 
attainable by the Exertion of a Per- 
ſon's natural Faculties, and Abilities. 
Whereas, our Articles hold the con- 
tinual Neceſſity of ſupernatural Aſ- 
ſiſtance on this Head, and that both 
Salvation and this Aſſiſtance proceed 
from the diſcriminating Favour of God 
only. Morality may be a very good 
thing in its place, but out of its place 
it is a very bad thing. When Mora- 


lity is made to poſſeſs the place of 


Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, imputable to us, 
inſtead of our own (for our own 18 
conſtant Filthineſs with reſpe& to 
God, and when charg'd with ſo great 
an Office) it is abſolutely a ruinous 
thing, an unhappy Deception, and the 
greateſt Bar in the World to prevent 
a due Faith. Going about to eſta- 
bliſh their own Righteouſneſs with a 
View to be ſav'd by it, Men are ig- 
norant of that new Righteouſneſs 
which hath been form'd by the 
Council of God, alone adæquate to 
this End. Sin its felf does not ſhut 


Out 


( tt ) 

out ſo many from entring into the 
Kingdom of God, as human Righte- 
ouſneſs miſapply'd. Nature muſt ſub- 
mit to accept an entire new Cloathing, 
inſtead of its own Righteouſneſs, 
which the Glory of God will not per- 
mit to have properly the leaſt place 
in the matter: Afterwards indeed it 
muſt be look'd for, that is, amongſt 
the Fruits, and Evidences of Faith 
upon a Foot of Gratitude, and upon 
a Foot of glorifying God, who has 
really left us nothing more, nothing 
beſides, to do. This Language for- 
merly fill'd our Pulpits, (as univer- 
ſally, as the moral Scheme does now) 
and held out to an Audience a com- 
fortable Light. This Language ſub- 
fiſts at preſent amongſt the Diflen- 
ters, which, I fear, may be part of 
the Reaſon, why the Clergy have left 


it, and given into a new Language. 


To caſt Man's Salvation upon 
Terms, and Conditions, inſtead of 
| 1 free 
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612) 
free Grace, is properly no Goſpel at 


all. It is the Law ſtill. Nay, it 
brings with it more impracticable 
Terms than the Moſaic Law, becauſe 
its Purity, and Precepts are more ex- 
tenſive, and refin d. The Goſpel 
would be very improperly glad Ti- 
dings were this the Caſe. Its excel- 
lent Morality was never deſign'd 
whereby Perſons are to be ſav d, but 
it ſhews that Perſons who have been 
ſav'd by Chriſt, are wrought upon by 
his "oh to produce ſuch good 
Works. The grand Benefit of Chriſt 
is never experimentally receiv d by 
any Man, till he ſubmits to receive 


him freely. After this Morality may 


| be introduc'd, and recommended, by 


a Preacher as mt as he pleaſes, and 
I will add, ought too. Before, tis 
a ruinous Interpoſition, and a conti- 
nual Bar caſt in the very way. 


THERE is no middle Way to immor- 
tal Happineſs. No Medium between 
Merit, 


(13) 
Merit, and free Grace, Our ſelves, or 
the Meſſiah. A Believer is not fav'd 
partly by himſelf, and partly by 
Chriſt to make up his Detects ; but 
he is fav'd by the whole Satisfaction, 
and whole Morality of Chriſt ſet to 
him, inſtead of his own, before he 
was born into the World. Modern 
Preachers repreſent that Chriſtians are 
ſav d by what Chriſt w// do, and will 
accompliſh, in caſe of certain Perfor- 
mances on their parts; the Old Di- 
vinity repreſents that a Chriſtian is 
ſav'd by what Chriſt has done, and 
has accompliſh'd. The intelligent 
Reader will here diſcern a wide Dif- 
ference ; perhaps ſo wide, that one is 
believing, and the other no better 
than disbelieving. One holds Men 
in Bondage of Spirit, and Confuſion, 
the other brings them into perfect 
Light. This old Scheme is undoubt- 
edly the Scheme of the Articles, and 

the Intention of their Compilers, as 
aPPrare by the concurrent Writings 


publiſh'd 


( 14 ) 
publiſh'd in that Age, and indeed 
is the general Scheme of the whole 
Proteſtant Church abroad, in GER“ 
MANY, SWISSERLAND, France, Hol- 
LAND. 


In the mean Time whatſoever be 
the Judgement, or Taſte of the Rea- 
der upon this Head, which I beg leave 
to ſay may poſſibly ariſe much from 
Cuſtom, one Point will admit of 
no Diſpute; which is this, that Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Perſons ought not to hold 
the conſtituent Parts of their Articles 
faſt, and looſe. It they do not think 
fit to preach purſuant to their own 
Subſcription, the leaſt they can do 
wou'd be to advertiſe the People of it. 
Otherwiſe there ariſes an inevitable 


Inference; how can an Audience de- 


pend upon ſuch a Miniftry in their 
doctrinal Deliveries of any kind ? Ve- 
ry poſſibly they may ſatisfy them- 
ſelves; but how can a People be fa- 
tisfy'd with them? Can they ratio- 

nally 


(15) 
nally expect Attention, Regard, and 
Revenues for Diſguiſe, and Ambi- 
guity? I ſhou'd be glad ſomebody 
wou'd demonſtrate to me the moral 
Honeſty of this Cale. 


Tuo a publick Miniſter has a 
Right to differ from all the Proteſtant 
Churches in the World, he has no' 
Right to be reſerv'd, and evaſive, 
about it. His Office requires him to 
be ingenuous, and explicit ; other- 
wiſe an Auditory will never know 
where to faſten for Edification, and 
Eſtabliſhment. They are at no Cer- 
tainty. Amusd they may be, but 
they cannot be really benefitted. 
Their Caſe will be that which the 
Scripture mentions, Ever learning, 
and never able to come to the Know- 
ledge of the Truth. Such Perſons 
embrace juſt every thing, and no- 
thing. Since Miniſters engage upon 
a particular Plan, the People ſup- 
pole that they continue to preach 
conformable 
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conformable to that Plan, and the 
Rudiments of their Church. The 
Engagements of common Life are in- 
terpreted in this manner; Articles of 
that Nature are uſually underſtood in 
a grammatical Senſe. Why muſt the 
Engagements of Eccleſiaſtical Perſons 
carry no ſignificance? Wherefore are 
they the only Order of Men in the 
World whom no common Ligatures 
muſt be expected to hold ? 


IT is obſervable, we have one Ar- 
ticle merely of an external Nature 
and circumſtantial in Religion, of 
| which, with the Dominion and Pro- 1 
1 fits ariſing from it, the Clergy are 
. ſufficiently tenacious. They adhere 
# readily to the grammatical Senſe of 
| 
f 


Words under that Head, which eſ- 
| tabliſhes Epiſcopacy, Prieſts, and Dea- 
# cons. The Senſe of this Article is 
F plain with them, and obvious. They 
may defy Mankind to tax them with 
2 or Inſtability, touching 

the 
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| the Paragraphs which promote theit 


Intereſt. Theſe, from a Principle of 
Duty to the Church, and tender Re- 
gard to their uecefiors, they will 
maintain with all Firmneſs, and Re- 
ſolution. It appears to me, they la- 
bour more about the Externals of the 
Church, than the Internals. They 
keep the Outſide of the Cup clean, 
in ſome Meaſure, when as the Inſide 
wou'd be more conſiderable, and mo- 
mentous. The Church of England 
was made internally clean by the care 
of our Reformers, but the Duſt is 
blown about it again. 


Our Clergy are ſufficiently intent 
upon the Authority of the Church, 
and Prieſthood: I am ſorry it hap- 
pens ſo, this Sollicitude keeps an ex- 
act Parallel with that of the Romifh 
Clergy. In Papal Countries a Per- 
ſon may with more fatety be an He- 
retic againſt 'Truths of Scripture, than 
n the Commandments, and Tra- 
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falſe Brethren. 


fuſion are at Hand. At ſome critical 
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( x8) 
ditions of Men. They never forgive 
the leaſt ſhaking of the Chair: to 
queſtion Coxs TAN TIN ES Patrimony, 
or the Rights, and Immunities of 


Holy Church is execrable Herely ! 


So in Britain we frequently per- 
ceive our Miniſters exceeding watch- 
ful to take the Alarm, which threa- 
tens their Authority, or Revenues. 
When they deſcry any Incidents that 
bear the leaſt Aſpect that way, they 
are immediately in Perils amongft 


Anarchy and Con- 


Juncture even Popery itſelf gains 
ground daily, and invades our Bor- 
ders, tho the Juncture over, both the 
Cry and the Sollicitude ceaſe at once. 
Eccleſiaſtical Authority is ſo tender a 
Ward with theſe Gentlemen, that ra- 
ther than endanger the leaſt part of it, 
a known Ecclefiaftical Abuſe, and 
public Grievance ſhall not be re- 


form” d, and- regulated, left it ſhou'd 
ſhake 


(19) 

ſhake the Pillars. I greatly ſuſpect 
that the favourite Cry of Infidelity, ſo 
much at preſent the Topic of public 
Declamation contains in it a large 
meaſure of Artifice. Several Unbe- 
lievers always were, and will be, yet 
nothing reſembling the Number ſug- 
geſted. Neither do I take their Caſe 
to be duly underſtood, and repreſent- 
ed. The Term Infidel will either 
fit many more than it is apply'd to, 
or not ſo many. Tis generally a 
commodious Subject, inſinuating the 
Clergy's peculiar Stedfaſtneſs, and 
Orthodoxy, and drawing to them- 
ſelves a popular Attachment at all ad- 
ventures. It has too much the Ap- 
pearance of a Phantom, dreſsd up 
with the ſame View, and to anſwer 
the ſame End, with the Term Here- 
tic in the Mouth of the Roman Cler- 
How far they would gladly car- 

ry this Term, and apply the Diſad- 
vantage of its Idea, appears remarka- 
bly from he Weekly Publications of 
D 2 a 
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reverend Divine, by whom Infidels 
and Diſſentirs, Infidels and Sectaries, 
are frequently rang'd together, with 
great Significance, and Dexterity. 
Without retorting upon this Occaſion 
T conceive this a pregnant Proof, that 
the Clergy are not altogether Stran- 


gers either to W or Reſent- 
ment. 


Ir may be no improbable Conjec- 
ture, that theſe Gentlemen carry in 
their Eye the Temperament of the 
Prince, and People, where Time and 
Circumſtances place them. When 
Princes {it upon the Throne who dif- 
cover a Diſpoſition to favour their ex- 
orbitant Claims, in order effectually 
to demoliſh their Opponents, and 
Diſſenters, they mark them continu- 
ally with the Brand of ſeditious and 
antimonarchical Principles. Both 
Church and State are by means of 
them in extreme Danger. On the 
other Hand, when a Prince, or 


Houſe 
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Houſe of Princes ariſes, whoſe Max- 
ims free them from every Imputationof 
Bigotry, and under whom the Rights, 
and Liberties of Mankind begin to be 
well underſtood, in ſuch Reigns the 
good People are the Engine apply'd 
to, and Infidelity becomes the fa- 
vourite Alarm. I apprehend this de- 
clamatory Complaint to be true in 
ſome Inſtances; in the manner gene- 
rally repreſented, not true: I cannot 
help remarking upon this Head, that 
the Arguments made uſe of at pre- 
ſent againſt Infidels are too much of 
a kind with their own, to meet with 
the defir d Succeſs. The Cry appears 
calculated to affect the Superſtition 
of the Multitude, in behalf of they 
know not what; and to ſecure to 
themſelves the Chair of Authori ity, 
and Orthodoxy. Here lies great part 
of the Sollicitude. Otherwiſe why 
do not we ſee our Pulpits as aſſidu- 
ouſly exercis d, and an equal Zeal, 


in behalf of the Reformation, in be- 
half 
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half of civil and religious Liberty, in 
behalf of Sincerity, Morality, and 
conſciencious Practices amongſt all 
Orders of Men whatſoever? Theſe 
Gentlemen ſeem equally skilful at an 
Outcry, and at Silence. 


I usr now beg Leave to make 
fome ſmall Remarks, in relation to 
the Canons; becauſe of the Affinity 
they bear to my preſent Subject, and 
cloſe Connection with it. The Ca- 
n0ng may be reckon'd a part of our 
Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution, tho' I 
think the leſs conſiderable part. They 
were intended for the external Go- 
vernment of the Church, and to 
maintain Order; at leaſt this was the 
plea. So far as theſe affect Perſons, 
who agree to the erecting ſuch a Ju- 
riſdiction, I object nothing: Tho' I 
muſt confeſs my ſelf at a loſs to ap- 
prehend how this coercive Juriſdiction 
eame by a Right of fixing itſelf upon 
the whole Kingdom. But let 4 ſee 

ow 
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how theſe Canons are obſery'd. Do 
they anſwer the End propos'd? Do 
the Clergy themſelves ſhew an exem- 
plary Conformity to them? Not 
many, it muſt be own'd, where Con- 
nivance, or a Diſpenſation can be ob- 
tain'd to the contrary. Neither d6 
they adminiſter much Inconveniencs 
to Perſons of Rank, and Station. Inv 
deed when this Spider's Web ſeizes a 
powerleſs Sinner, he ſhall be en- 
tangled ſufficiently, and not be extri- 
cated, whilſt a Drop of Blood remains 
in his Body. The Gentlemen of the 
Tippit are ſo conſciencious in their 
Office, that their Piety and Zeal 
prompt them to purge away Vice ir 
every ſhape; unleſs a Commutation 
of Pennance happens to be obtain d 
by the humble Submiſſion of a few 
Pence. In Caſe there be any thing 
not perfectly laudable in theſe Pro- 
ceedings, and certain Courts of Judi- 
cature amongſt us are ſolely in tlie 
Fault, whence comes it, that the Re- 
form, 


( 24 ) 


vorm, and Regulation of them meets 


with conſtant Oppoſition from a par: 
ticular Quarter ? 


Tu Juriſdiction either under- acts 


itſelf, or over- acts itſelf. It is the O- 
pinion of many Perſons, that this Spe- 
cies of Law might well be ſpar'd a- 
mongſt us, and that the common 
Law of the Kingdom wou'd anſwer 
every deſirable Purpoſe. It certainly 
appears in the impolitic Light of be- 
ing an Empire within an Empire. 
Some of the compulſive Sanctions, re- 
lating to Church-Conformity, are al- 
ready ſet aſide, with juſt Reaſon, by 
the Aci of Toleration. The reſt con- 
tinue in Force, and are ſometimes 
put in Execution. By which the Po- 
pulace of Mankind are put under 
Saws, and under Harrows, whilſt Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Perſons themſelves do not 
chooſe to touch them with the Tip 
of their Fingers. When any Incon- 
venience, or Obſtacle, ariies from 

this 
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this Quarter to the Clergy, in Caſe 
by Strength of Intereſt they can pro- 
cure a Diſpenſation, the Conſcience 
of a Canon finds Weight with very 
few. I know but one ſecure from 
all Infringement, which is the Canon 
(724, latter part) that prohibits their 
caſting out any Devil, or Devils, 


without Licence of the Ordinary. I 


apprehend the matter here to be pret- 
ty ſafe, perhaps equally without a Li- 


cence, and with one. 


Taz Practice of Indulgences, and 
Diſpenſations, plainly evinces, that 
the Clergy themſelves do not eſteem 
the canonical Eſtabliſhment /acred in 
its own Nature. Such an Appoint- 
ment, which only binds thoſe Per- 
ſons, who are deſtitute of an Oppor- 
tunity of evading it, is held ſacred 
in effect by no Perſons at all. Tis 
an Intimation that Mankind eſteems 
the whole a Coercion from the be- 
ginning. Civil coercive Power every 


E body 
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unwarrantable. 


zs no Pennance at all) it ſuggeſted to 


Papal Power. 


of Faith, and Manners. If Proteſtants 


( #6.) 
body allows a neceffary Appointment. 
But in Religion whatfoever is mecha- 
nical is vain, And indeed there is 
properly no Authority of any kind . 


_ over Chriftians, as ſuch, except that 


of holy Scripture. All the reſt muſt 
ariſe from voluntary Conſent, or be 


Ar the Refbrination in Germany, 
when Lither abſerved the frequency 
of Indulgences, and Diſpenſations in 
the Church of Rome, and Commuta- 
tions of Pennance for Money (which 


him his firſt Argument againſt the 

Luther ſuſpected, and | 
argu'd rightly, that ſuch a changeable ! 
Syſtem cou'd not poſſibly have any 
Foundation in Veripture: 


IN pEED the Goſpel was aſſerted at 
the Reformation, both abroad and in 
Britain, tobe in itlelf a ſufficient Rule 


wou'd 
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wou'd abide: by this Point ſteadily, 
we e "off in need of no o- 
ther Rule. Nor do I ſee how to a- 
void acknowledging that to bind up- 
on Mankind ſo bulky an Eſtabliſh. 
ment, as that of the Clank of Eng- 
Jand, by Force, muſt be eſteem'd an 
unwarrantable Step, and which car- 


ries in it a large Meaſure of Impoſi- 


tion. By Conſequence, every ſenſible 


2 muſt endeavour the Removal of 


; that is, ſo far as the Prejudices, 
pee Foibles of Mankind will admit. 
Perhaps the Reader conceives Surprize 
at och a Confeſſion from an Author 


Jo; particularly related to the Church 


as my ſelf. I can only anſwer that 
J value Conſiſtency more than Party, 
and wou'd not willingly ſuffer Inte- 
reſt to pervert either my Judgment, 


or Integrity. 


Ir appears to me an unwarrantable 


Incident attending Society, and one 


. — grand Vanities in it, that 


R 2 Perſons 
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Perſons who ſhake off the Yoke of 
Others, ſtill incline to impoſe a Yoke, 
and dictate, in their Turn. Tis an 
Evil in commom Life, which in ſpi- 
ritual Life riſes to an infinitely higher 
Inconvenience. It cannot be deny” d 
that Ecclefiaftical Governors in all 


Ages have been greatly criminal on 
this Head. What abject Slavery of 


Mind, and Stupidity, has it neceſſa- 


rily bred in the inſerior Claſſes of 
Mankind! What Strife, Envy, and 
Confuſion amongſt the Dictators 
themſelves! How long did the rival 
Churches of Conſtantinople and Rome 
contend for an Empire, which be- 
long'd to neither, and which each in 


their Turn affirm'd to be Anti- chri- 


ſtian! By and by Eccleſiaſticks unhap- 
pily forget. The Authority, by 
changing Hands, becomes juſt, and 
did not. the Prudence of ſecular Prin- 
ces interpoſe, its Exerciſe wou'd know 
no End. 'Tis too probable they 


wou 4 be eternally finding out Occa- 


ſions, 
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ſions, and Opportunities of gratifying 
this reſtleſs Humour, this ſecret little 
Pride of human Nature, by freſh Ap- 
pointments ; tho' I will anſwer for it 
they can never mend the Goſpel. 


 Corrxcive Power never anſwer'd 
an End in the Church, except of Ty- 
ranny, and whereby has been pro- 
duc'd great Uniformity in Ignorance. 
In Religion whatſoever riſes mechani- 
cally carries no Value in it, all ſhou'd 
be rational and free. Human Deter- 
minations, and Appointments may 
poſſibly be well meant, but they are 
injurious to the Goſpel. They pro- 
duce Stupidity inſtead of Truth, 
Sourneſs and Superſtition, inſtead of 
Candor, Piety, and Humanity. 


W are now come to the Iſſue of 
my Argument. When in any King- 
dom there appears a total Departure 
both from Doctrine, and canonical 


Conformity, the Church of that 
Kingdom 
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Kingdom (conſiderd as an Human 
Eſtabliſhment) cannot tbe {aid to ex- 
iſt any longer. The Vanity of that 
Ground evidences itſelf to all Man- 
kind. They who truſted under its 
Wings find nothing in it. That is to 
Ay, 3 of this Nature is 
obvious to that part of Mankind, who 
make uſe of their Underſtanding, and 
who dare abide ſuch a — 
without pannic Apprehenſions.f | 
mean not that all Religion, and | 
-Chriſtianity are at an End by this In- |: 
cident. Religion may happen to be 
left behind, and thrive the better for 
being diſentang'd. Phe more Reli- 
gion becomes diſentangl d from human 
Devices, the more it ſtands in its natu- 
ral Liberty. The more Liberty, the 
more Religion, true voluntary Reli- 
gion. As to any other, it bears no 
value in my Eſtimation. Cou'd reli- 
gious Laberty exiſt in the World to 
the utmoſt, ' (notwithſtanding the idle 
n ſions of many) the happyer 
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wou'd be its Situation in every ratio- 
nal View. But to the Point, to 
which this Digreſſion has been prepa- 
ratory. I wou'd not willingly afert 
by way of Paradox, or Singularity, 
but I think that in Propriety of 
Speech the peculiar Church of Eng- 
land has not at preſent a Being. The 


Thirty Nine Articles were its chief 


Conſtitution. In Conſequence of the 
Arminian or new Scheme introduc'd 


by Archbiſhop Laud, which the Cler- 


gy have univerſally thought fit to a- 


dopt, theſe Articles are ſuperſeded, 
and the Eflence or Conſtitution 
which form'd the Church, plainly 
annihilated, and gone. The Clergy 
may call it a Church ſtill, if they 
pleaſe, but not the Church of Eng- 


land. They have taken a new con- 
ſtitutional Scheme, which makes pro- 
perly a new Church. Whether for 
the better, or otherwiſe, is not the 
Point of Light which at preſent I 
View it in. 


AN 
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An Houſe fallen to decay may be 
denominated nevertheleſs the ſame 
Houſe; fallen to Ruin, and rebuilt 
upon the ſame Foundation, we ſtill 
eſteem it the ſame Houſe: rebuilt 
upon another Foundation, it is not 
the ſame, but another. The origi- 
nal Foundation of our Church was 
Calviniſm, profeſſing eternal Life not 
in any meaſure the Reſult of human 


Righteouſneſs, but of Chriſt's Righ- 


teouſneſs, and aſſerting Faith with o- 
ther Virtues never the Reſult of Man's 
Ability, but of ſupernatural Aſſiſ- 
tance. Whilſt the Church of Erng- 
land continu'd upon this general Pro- 
teſtant Foundation, tho' it might fail 
in the Execution of its Canons, and 
fall into the moſt ruinous Irregulari- 
ties, it might ſtill be denominated 
the ſame Church ; but in regard its 
Miniſtry have withdrawn this Foun- 
dation, and ſubſtituted in its Room 
a mere moral one, it is effectually 
another Object. They who receive 

Eccleſiaſtical 


— 


13 

Eccleſiaſtical Revenues are not at pre- 
ſent the Miniſtry of the Church of 
England, | | 


Poss1BLy ſome will reply, the Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Conſtitution remains, tho 
in a manner diſregarded, and dead. 
I anſwer, it remains in Writing but 
not in Fact; what ſignify the Articles 
to remain in Writing if they are not 
believd? So did the common Laws 
of the Land, and Magna Charta exiſt 
in Parchment, under the Reign of 
King James the 2d, yet it is agreed 
on all Hands that the civil Conſtitu- 
tion was ſubverted. What King 
James was oblig d to maintain by his 
Coronation-Oath, our Clergy ſtand 
oblig'd to maintain by their Subſcrip- 
tions. Shou'd it be argu'd they have 
chang'd their Sentiments, and per- 
haps diſcover'd a better Foundation of 
Doctrine to go upon, and conſequent- 
ly ought to follow the better, with- 


out the Imputation of a Crime ; every 
F Gen- 
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Gentleman's Right of judging I never 
diſpute; but I anſwer, poſſibly the 
Prince juſt mention'd might eſteem 
himſelf bound in Conſcience not to 
look upon the Laws as a Rule to him 
of Government. Yet the Nation is 
concern'd in theſe Incidents in a dif- 
terent Light. The People have a 
Right not to be treated in ſo preca- 
rious a Manner. A Latitude of this 
kind takes away from them all Se- 
curity, and Dependance, all Con- 
fidence 1n a Guide, be he civil or ſpi- 
ritual. They become oblig'd to look 
out for a proper Remedy of the Evil. 


Acain King James never expreſs- 
ly declar'd (that I know) that the Laws 


of the Land were not his Rule of Go- 
vernment. In hke manner ſhou'd 
Mankind wait 'till the Clergy declare 
their Diſagreement with the 2 


Articles, they may wait poſſibly to 


the End of the World. Vet this is ſo 


far from being a Reaſon why the 
Public 


C35) 


Public ſhou'd not give Attention to 


this Point, that the Reaſon is ſtrong- 
er why they ſhou'd attend it. 


InpzzD many Perſons, that is to 


fay, the many do not ſuddenly take 
in Repreſentations on this Head. 
Eccleſiaſtical Failures may happen; 
t paſs unobſervd a long Time, 
thro' Mankind's innate Liableneſs to 
be amus'd with any Species of Doc- 
trine, which appears plauſible, and 
well ornamented. A civil Incident 
affects a Nation at once, on account 
of its Reference to their temporal Pro- 
perties: But unhappily Mankind are 
not always ſo diſcerning in ſpiritual 
Points. Looking into Hiſtory we 
find tedious Tracts of Years neceſſary 
to elucidate Eccleſiaſtical Colluſions. 
And whoſoever attempts to forward 
ſuch Elucidations muſt prepare to 
meet various Diſadvantages with re- 
ſpect to himfelf. Eccleſiaſtical Per- 
ſons, being generally quick of Pene- 
F 2 tration, 
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tration, ſee an Evil which threatens 
em betimes. And they militate a- 
gainſt any Revolution with a Soldiery 
of that very Multitude on their ſide, 
for whoſe ſake the War was attempt- 
ed. Nevertheleſs, ſoon as the Pe- 
riods of Time are ripe, Truth ever 
prevails, and the Rights of Mankind 
take their due Eſtabliſhment. 


Tuo' I ſeem to ſpeak in Strains of 
Hoſtility, it may be ſafely underſtood, 
that the Species of Revolution I have 
in view may be effected without the 
leaſt Violence, or Injury to any Per- 
ſons. I am not ſuch a Knight-Er- 
rant as to meditate the Demolition of 
Principalities, and Powers. I offer 
Reaſons, purſuant to Conviction, why 
the Laity ought not to be dependant 
on any particular Order of Miniſters, 
either in Conſcience or Purſe, further 
than they have Opinion of ſuch Mi- 
niſteis. There ought to be a Reme- 


dy 
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dy againſt Deception, and Irregu- 
larity. 


Tuls brings me to explain, and 
deſcribe, what I take to be a real 
Proteſtant Eſtabliſhment. If my I- 
dea of this Point be rational, the Lai- 
ty, both Diſſenters and of our own 
Church, may ſoon be admitted to a 
very natural Remedy. One fingle 
Act of the Legiſlature is capable of 
ſetting the whole matter right. The 
Reformation, it may be recollected, 
at firſt ſetting out, acknowledg'd the 
Scriptures to be the only Rule of 
Faith, and Manners, If this Truth 
. cou'd be held ſteadily, there wou'd 
really be no propriety of place for any 
farther Eſtabliſhment than the Scrip- 
tures themſelves. Poſhbly every thing 
additional, and human, if examin'd 
might be tound unproteſtant. But I 


ſhall not inſiſt upon this any farther 


than to inſinuate, that I do not great- 
ly adnure any poſitive Eſtabliſhment 
whatſoever. 
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whatſoever. The Eftabliſhment there- 
fore I mean, as Circumſtances ſtand, 
is a negative Eſtabliſhment. In caſe 
Mankind muſt have an appointment 
of this kind, it ought never to be fo 
circumſtanced, as to injure the Right 
of private Judgment, or the Conſe- 
quences of that Right in any ſhape. 


By the favour of weak Princes the 
Church has inadvertently aſſum'd a 
power of ſhutting out, at once from 
the Kingdom of God, and from the 
Kingdom of Men: an Aſſumption 
ſo groundleſs in itſelf, and ſuch an In- 
croachment upon the ſecular Power, 
as well as upon thofe who are under 
the Protection of that ſecular Power, 
that I humbly think the Repreſen- 
tatives of a juſt and free People can 
never come into'a wiſer meaſure, 
than by a ſolemn Act to repeal at once 
the EXCLUSIVE Parts of our 
Eſtabliſhment. The other Parts might 
ftand and welcome. Now here wou'd 

be 


(39) | 
be no Injuſtice to the Church (as I 
ſhall demonſtrate by and by) yet 
Juſtice to the Laity in general, who 
are free, and ought to be free in 
their religious Choice without Em- 
barraſſments. By ſuch a general 
Repeal of our excluſive Sanctions, 
the Nation wou'd enjoy religious 


Liberty, in the ſame manner and de- 


gree as it does already civil Liberty. 
This Affair does not regard Proteſtant 
Diſſenters only, it regards all Men 
whatſoever, who ought to be left 


under ſuch a Situation, with reſpect 


to the Church, as to be under no 
Snares and Temptations. I do not 
think the Toleration A (tho a 
very good Acquiſition) ſufficiently 
proportion'd to this view. The 7o- 
leration AF is barely a Suſpenſion of 
the Laws. Why may not ſuch Laws 
themſelves with the ſame Equity be 
repeald? To ſuſpend them only 
keeps the Wound unhealed ; it muſt 
ſtill bleed either outwardly or in- 


wardly. 
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wardly. A temporary Remedy may 
give ſome eaſe (as the Act now be- 
fore me expreſſes itſelf) the Scheme 
I am repreſenting might give total 
Eaſe. It wou'd be adæquate to the 
Evil, by reaching the bottom of it. 


Wulst a Diſſent from the Eſta- 
bliſhment is tolerated merely, it leaves 
a lurking Perſwaſton in the minds of 
the Populace, that the thing itſelf 
is an Infringement upon the Prero- 
gatives of the Church, and ſhou'd 
be retracted with the firſt opportu- 
nity. Whereas I apprehend it ought 
to ſtand in ſuch a light which might 
cauſe it to be look d upon, not as 
matter of Favour and Indulgence, 
but as matter of ſtrict Right. It 
ſhou'd not be diſtinguiſhed in this 
reſpect from other religious Com- 
munities. 


We ought to make a wide Diffe- 
rence between Civil Authority and 
Eccle- 


641 
Eccleſiaſtical. The civil Authority 
of a Kingdom comprehends univer- 
ſally all Perſons born in it. But this 
is not the Caſe of the Eccleſiaſtical. 
That reaches, and comprchends only 
every Perſon who agrees to it. Un- 
leſs you will aſſert coercive Power, 
there can be no Medium. Con- 
ſider'd in a religious Capacity no one 
Perſon ſhould determine another 
otherwiſe than by Conſent. An 
Aſſembly of Eccleſiaſtics can judge 
for themſelves, but conſiſtently with 
true Proteſtant Principles, they can- 
not judge for any one Man beſides. 
They have no Right to judge, nor 
conſequently, to determine and enact 
for themſelves and for others too; 
much leſs for a whole National de 
ple at once. 


It hou'd carefully be remember'd, 
that at the Reformation we ſepara- 
ted from the Church of Rome, not 
only on account of falſe, and idola- 

8 trous 
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trous Doctrines, but on account of 
uſurp'd Authority. In what Senſe 
was this an uſurp'd Authority ? Cer- 
tainly not altogether becauſe foreign, 
but becauſe it was an human Authori- 
ty, ſubſtituted in the place of the Scrip- 
tures. Our Divines conſtantly pleaded 
the /o/e Authority of Scripture, when 
the [:alian Juriſdiction was to be 
diſcarded, why then did they end 
the Reformation with erecting a Bri- 
ziſh one ? It an human Juriſdiction 
be unjuſt, as ſuch, 'tis equally unjuft 
whether imported from abroad, or 
fabricated nearer home. 


Tux Right of private Judgment 
was the very Baſis of the Reformation, 
whatſoever miſtaken Turn it after- 
wards took. As every Man in the 
Kingdom was acknowledg'd to be free 
at that Time, with reſpect to his reli- 
gious Capacity, they ſhou'd have con- 
tinu'd ſo. Mankind ſhou'd have been 
permitted then, and ſhou'd now beper- 

mitted, 


( 43) 
mitted, to arrange themſelves in what- 
ſoever religious Societies they think 
fit, without the leaſt Envy, or Diſ- 
advantage: provided always they 
give proper Security to the civil Ma- 
giſtrate, of their due Subjection and 
Allegiance. This I apprehend ſhou'd 
be the only 7% in a Proteſtant 
Country. Any other Teſt carries an 
Inconſiſtency with firſt Principles, and 
inſtead of keeping down Diviſions, 
has a direct Tendency to keep them 
up to the end of the World. 


Taz Te AF was intended againſt 
Popiſh Recuſants ; whoare incapable 
of giving the Government proper Se- 
curity for their Allegiance. So far as 
the Edge of this Law has been turn'd 
againſt Proteſtant Diſſenters, tis un- 
juſt in every Shape. By this means 
the Holy Sacrament is made not only 
an Engine of State, but an Engine 
of mere Party, and Revenge. No 
Clergyman of Character will openly 
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defend this unhappy Proſtitution, 
yet Oppoſition to its being remov'd 
ſprings from that Quarter. Shou'd 
Intereſt prevail againſt Piety? Me- 
thinks there is a Claſs of Perſons in 
the World, that never ſeem to be for 
a bad thing, yet rarely are a for good 
one. I muſt intreat every worthy 
Clergyman, and I do it here once for 
all, not to take Offence at this or any 
other Paſſage. He is not in the Sa- 
tire. I ſhou'd be glad to be miſ- 
taken, but I have always been of O- 
pinion, that when ever any important 


Reform happens, it muſt be a Lay- 
Wind that blows it. 


Tux political Iniquity of the 7% 
Ad appears in the following Light. 
Tis an arbitrary Excluſion from civil 
Privileges on a religious Account. 
The Eſtabliſhment by this means lays 
under a diſadvantageous Situation, 
and marks with a Brand of Infamy, a 


part of his Majeſty's Subjects, who 


have 
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have juſt the ſame Right to refuſe the 
Sacrament in the Church of England, 
as the Church of England wou'd 
have to refuſe the Sacrament in any 
Church of the Difſenters. Tis in ef- 
fect telling Mankind, indeed they 
ſhall judge for themſelves ; but if 
they do not think and judge as we do, 
they ſhall ſuffer for it, and be turn'd 
out of the Houſe. We ſhou'd not al- 
low a Right with one Hand, and 
take it away with the other. 


Wirz Regard to the Safety of the 
Government from Perſons diſappro- 
ving the Communion of the Church; 
that point the Prince only has to do 
with, and the Legiſlature. In Caſe 
a Teſt can be found of a ſecular Kind, 
adzquate to that purpoſe, as certainly 
there may, to draw religious Contro- 
verſies into the Queſtion is altogether 
foreign. This latter makes the Safe- 
ty propos dby it (if I am not miſtaken) 
not o properly the Safety of the 


3 Prince, 
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Prince, or Monarchy, - as the Safety 
of the Clergy, and Hierarchy, in their 
Authority and Acquiſitions. Other- 
wiſe the Oath of Supremacy and Al- 
legiance wou'd be ſufficient ; tis the 
only Teſt the Occaſion naturally calls 


for, 


I av aware that an Objection uſu- 
ally ariſes on the preſent Subject, that 
the Diſſenters entertain rebellious 
Principles, and that the Oath of Al- 
legiance wou'd afford no Security 
from their Attempts. I anſwer, if 
their Oath cannot be depended 
upon, neither can the Sacrament. 
The Objection derives itſelf from the 
unhappy Annals of Charles the if. 
Now if Gentlemen call all public Re- 
ſiſtance, and all appearing in Arms, 
Rebellion, it may be as properly en- 
quir'd, who reſiſted Princes and who 
rebell'd at the Revolution? There ap- 
pears little or no Difference in the 
Actions of Mankind when they fall un- 
der 
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der Oppreſſion or any other Likeneſs 
of Situation. Tis well known the 
Diſſenters are affectionately and ſtea- 
dily attach'd to Princes, who make 
the Rights of Mankind the meaſure of 
their Government. They can ever 
be depended upon, where Adminiſ- 
trations are juſt and honourable; which 
poſſibly is more than can be affirm'd 
of many 
in the World who ſecretly eſteem a 
Royal Family the leſs for preferving 
inviolably Human Rights; who are 
conſtantly offering Incenſe to the Me- 
mory of ſuch Reigns, whoſe Princt- 
ples were arbitrary, and ſuperſtitious, 
The preſent Royal Family muſt ne- 
ver expect to become their real Ad- 
miration. 


Bor to proceed more directly in 
my Argument. The civil Magiftrate 
is not oblig' d to intereſt himſelf in re- 
ligious Partys, ſo as particularly to eſ- 
pouſe either the One, or the Other. He 
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others. There are Perſons 


- - — » * — =y 
G - . * =” 
: F - 6.5 10 41 
wt h — ARE — 
4 F 
- 


648) 
is not oblig d to make one Party feel 
the Weight of his Arm, in mere Com- 
plaiſance to their Opponents. This 
were Partiality in the utmoſt Propri- 
ety of the Word, and a Debaſement 
of Majeſty. There have indeed been 
known in former Periods Princes of 
this eaſy and inadvertent Diſpoſition. 
Eccleſiaſtical Perſons complemented 
the Throne with arbitrary Power, to 
receive in Return a Latitude of the 
ſame Kind in Matters ſpiritual. Bri- 
zain at preſent can happily congra- 
tulate itſelf on a Proſpect of Mo- 
narchs of quite another Dignity, and 
Diſcernment. It ſeems the Wiſdom 
of Magiſtrates to diſcriminate with 
Places of Power, or Truſt, in pro- 
portion to the Merit of Partys, con- 


ſider'd in a civil Reſpect. 


AGAIN. Were the Avenues of 
Power, and Truſt, laid open, I by 
no means ſee any inevitable Conſe- 
quence, that the Diſſenters will im- 
mediately, 
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mediately, or always, poſſes them- 
The Prince upon the Throne wou'd 
ſtill retain his Liberty. He might 
ſtill ſhut out, or take in, proportio- 
nally as the Deportment of Perſons 
might give him Cauſe. The Conſe- 
quence from ſuch a Situation of things 
(inſtead of that which the Friends of 
the Church ſeem to dread) wou'd 
only be to lay all Partys under ſtrong- 
er Obligations of Dutifulneſs, and 
Reſpet. The chief Strife would be 
who ſhou'd be 9/7 reſpectful. 


By the reſtrictive Laws now in 
being, the King is evidently neceſſi- 
tated in his Choice; a Neceſlity e- 
qually injurious to Majeſty, and the 
Public. I wou'd be underſtood not 


to be arguing here the Repeal of the 


Teft Act particularly, or of any other 
Act of the ſame Nature, which, in 
Regard of vulgar Prejudice it may be 


difficult to effect: poſſibly the Scheme 
I am repreſenting, being more out 


of 
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of the Way, and Track of vulgar 
Prejudice, might be effected with leſs 
Difficulty, and Clamout, tho' irifi- 
nitely more adzquate to the purpoſe. 
If by one Exertion of legiſlative Au- 
thority the Excluſions of the Eſta- 
bliſhment were repeal'd, and aboliſh'd 
accumulately, the ſeveral Enactings 
of arbitrary Reigns, and of unwar- 
rantable ſpiritual Authority, all fall 
and ceaſe in courſe. They wou'd 
paſs away in a manner unobſerv'd, 
and no long Tract of Time be requi- 
fite to give the Nation a Poſture of 
Tranquility, and Union. 


LIBERTY is an Object always wor- 
thy the Attention of Proteſtants, 
cou'd it be obtain d even to a conſum- 
mate Degree. Of all arbitrary Pow- 
er, tis well known, the ſpiritual has 
kept its Ground longeſt, and moſt 
of any. Tho at Seaſons this Evil 
may ſeem to diſappear, perhaps now 
diſappears, tis only ſmother d . 

C 
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the Aſhes, to revive at the leaſt fa- 
vourable Breath, that ſhall blow up- 
on it. Shou'd Princes leſs friendly 
to Liberty, than his preſent Majeſty, 
ſhou'd Princes leſs diſcerning than the 
Hovusz or Hanover ariſe in ſome 
future Period; all Britain has no De- 
fence, no Safeguard, beſides a mere 
Toleration, and bare Suſpenſion of 
the Laws. It may be conſider'd the 
Revolution 1s not yet complete. We 
may have Shim Bills again, and all 
the Purchaſe and Toil of many Years 
be yet demoliſh'd in a Day. 


Wulst the Seeds of Danger re- 
main, Britain can never be ſafe. The 
Body indeed of ſpiritual Tyranny is 
dead, but with too many the Spirit 
is ſtill alive, and hovering o'er the 
dear Remains, longs to be re-united. 
It is remarkable, notwithſtanding the 
Toleration Ac, the Act of Uniformi- 
25, which compels every Layman 
whatſoever to uſe the Worſhip of the 

WW > Church, 
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Church, under Pains and Penalties, 
ſtill keeps its place in the Front of the 
Liturgy. So do the twelve fulmina- 
ting Canons, which denounce Ex- 
communication on every Perſon who 


ſhall preſume in any Inſtance, or Re- 
ſpect, to diſapprove the Eccleſiaſtical 
Eſtabliſhment, ſtill keep their place 
in the Body of the Canons. They 
are even the firſt in that Rank, and 
continually charg'd too, tho' their 
Mouths are ſtopt for the preſent. 
From theſe Mankind can never be 
ſafe, till totally remov'd out of the 
Reach of 'em. If we really eſteem 
theſe Sanctions Tyranny, why are 
they left ſtanding? Wile Nations do 


not leave Caſtles, and Forts, in ſuſpi- 
cious Hands, 


Taxis Reaſoning for aboliſhing 
certain Parts of our Eſtabliſhment, 
drawn from political Maxims, and 

the Rights of Mankind, cannot, I 
| think, 12 refuted: But it takes a new 


Force 
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Force from the Conduct of the Cler- 
gy. They have in Effect diſengag'd 
themſelves both from Canons, and 
Articles; which offers a juſt Argu- 
ment for the Laity to be diſengag'd 
too. From what they have with- 
drawn themſelves ſecretly, the Laity 
ſhou'd be withdrawn publickly. "Tis 
Time to ſet that Door open, which 
ought never to have been ſhut. Still 
Mankind may go out at this Door, 
or ſtay in, purſuant to the Perſwa- 
ſion of their own Minds; for I am | 
not for forcing them even to be free. 4 
Chriſtian Liberty may be confiſtent ' 
with an Eſtabliſhment, provided it be 
form'd by Conſent, and in a Manner 
not excluſive of others, from civil 
Protection, and from an equal Claim 
of being eſteem'd Chriſtians, It 
wou'd be conſiſtent, offer d in a Way 
of Propoſition; Impoſition quite alters 
the Caſe. In this Light it muſt be 
conſider'd as a Grievance, the Daugh- 
ter of Pride, and Mother of all Bi- 


gotry. 
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gotry. Perſons may, and I think, 
ought to comply with many things 
for Peace and Charity's ſake. It is 
again as true, a wiſe Man may not com- 
ply, in order to preſerve that Liberty 
from being incroach'd upon, which 
gives Worth and Value to every 
thing: In civil Life much, in reli- 
gious Life the whole Value. To 
neceſſitate Men in their Choice is 
altogether an human Device, a Power 
which the Goſpel itſelf never uſes, 


a Power Eccleſiaſticks make no Scru- 


ple to be excuſed from, indeed, 
which human Nature in general 1s 
incapable of admitting, tho' the Na- 
ture of ſome, thro' Intereſt or ill- 


judg'd Zeal, ſhou'd ever ſo much in- 


ſt upon it. To think of circum- 
ſcribing Men's Opinions by an Act 
of Uniformity is not at all lefs vain 
than to enact an Uniformity of Faces 
and Features. There are many, 
very many Perſons in the World, 


who from a pannic Notion of Con- 


fuſion 
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fuſion ſet themſelves up to be wiſer 


than Nature ; a Wiſdom always falſe 
and ruinous. 


Way may not the Laity diſſent 
with the ſame Lawfulneſs from the 
Clergy, as the Clergy differnt from 
one another, nay further, from them- 
ſelves? If Mankind has a Right to 
think at all, they muſt have a Right 
to think difterently, and ſhou'd be 
ſupported in it. 


Ir ſeems allo to me a Conſe- 
quence of human Right, that Man- 
kind may not be obliged to maintain 
a Miniſtry they approve not. Each 
Miniſtry has a juſt Title to Mainte- 
nance from it's proper Community ; 
but that other Communities ſhou'd 
contribute to their Revenues, no 
ſtrict Juſtice can be pleaded, except 
the poſitive Inſtitution of the Law. 
Revenues of this kind, beſides a bad 
Foundation, tend to various Negli- 


gence, 
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gence, and Abuſe. I wou'd beg leave 
under this Head to offer a Query, 
whether it might not be poſſible to 
find ſome Equivalent for all per/onal 
and domeſtic Tythes. That Mini- 
ſters ſhou'd have a Demand of Tythes 
where from Judgment no Uſe is 
made of them, that is, ſhou'd re- 
ceive Something for Nothing, is at 


preſent an unproteſtant Part of our 
Eſtabliſhment. No Man being born 


Subject of the Church, they who 
have a Right to be ſpiritually free, 
have equally a Right to be tempo- 
rally free. Any gratuitous Offering 
my Argument does not affect. Mea- 
ſures of Coercion, or any Meaſures 
beſide what proceed upon Liberty, 
in a Proteſtant Country, howſoever 
they may be meant, tend naturally 
to Abuſe and Superſtition. 


Tux Benefits to ariſe from repeal- 
ing the Excluſive Parts of our Eſta- 
bliſhment, in order to place all Pro- 
teſtants 
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teſtants upon a Foot of Equality with 
reſpect to one another, and of Inde- 
pendance with reſpect to the Clergy, 
wou'd be theſe, the Removal of 
three National Evils, Animoſity, Bi- 
gotry and Superſtition. If theſe be 
Evils, Nobody can properly object to 
the Removal of them. 


Tart Animoſity of Parties has in 
all Reigns deriv'd incredible Damage 
upon the Britiſb State. Where civil 
Strife has ſlain its Thouſands, reli- 
gious Strife has ſlain its ten Thou- 
dands ; or been diſpos'd ſo to do. 80 
Jong as the Diſtinction is kept up, 
that one part of the Nation are the 
Church, and the reſt Schiſmaticks 
and Sectaries, it is impoſſible to find 
out, even by Study, a more fruitful 
Ground of Diviſion, Reſentment, 
Envy. The Notion of Church- pre- 
heminence, and Superiority, floats 
ſo agreeably on the ſurface of popular 
Minds, that with many tis the Main 

1 of 
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of their Religion. Hence the Idea 
of a Diſſenter uſually teams with 
contempt, and in the loweſt Claſs of 
People with ſome Meaſure of Abhor- 
rence. And well it may, when the 
Clergy range things in this Order for 
their Example. [See Weekly Miſ- 
cellany, Friday Tune 23, 1738. 
Presbyterian, Independant, Anabap- 
tiſt, with twenty Species BESIDES of 
Heretics and Enthufiaſts.] When- 
ever this old Leaven receives proper 
Agitation, and the Eccleſiaſtical Fer- 
ment 1s wrought to a pitch, the Na- 
tion has frequently been caſt into a 
general Fever, and the State ſcarce 
eſcap'd the Flame. Whereas, were 
the Diſtinction itſelf aboliſh'd, and 
Superiority and Inferiority removed 
out of ſight, theſe truly fanatic Com- 
motions wou d ceaſe, as Effects ceaſe 
with their Cauſe. It wou'd not re- 
quire a longer Tract of Time than 
one Generation, to find the Laity ſo- 
ciable, and friendly. The next Ge- 


neration 


( 59) 
neration wou'd not know wherefore 
to be otherwiſe. Till this Equality 
takes place, we may ſee tolerable In- 
tervals but no ſettled Compoſure. 


It is a known Obſervation, that 
Britain is the moſt divided Kingdom 
of any in Europe. He who ſits 
down to weigh this Point attentively 
will find, that in no other Kingdom 
the Subjects ſtand upon an uncqual 
Foot. In France, and Spain, the 
State conſiders all its Subjects with 
the ſame Eye. Struggles ſometimes 1 
happen amongſt their Nobility, but | 
the Populace are not divided into 
Factions. Tracts remoter than theſe 
are ſtill unanimous. Ev'n in Hol- 
land, whoſe Circumſtances reſemble 
thoſe of Britain the neareſt of any, 
the Eſtabliſhment of this wiſe Repub- 
lic excludes (if I am not miſinform'd) 
none except Roman Catholics. I 
ſubmit it whether the Singularity of 
aur exclufrve Sanctions does not let 

12 1 
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us into the true Source of that public 


Unhappineſs fo continnally our Com- 
plaint. 


BicoTxy is not peculiar to our Cli- 
mate, being the Produce of every 
Soil. This lazy Foible conſiſts in 
an Attachment to Perſons inſtead 
of things. To believe as the Church 
believes, ſaves human Nature ſo much 
Labour, and Application, and is ſo 
compendious a Way, that the Bulk 
of Mankind chuſe much to tread in 
it. Having no Learning themfelves 
they generally over-rate this ſurpri- 
zing Gift in others, whilſt it gives 
the Pulpit a Species of Infallibility. 
They think the Miniſter ſhou'd know 
beſt, and that he ſeldom errs in the 
Pulpit, howſoever he may err out of 
it. Now (not to detract a Grain 
from any Gentleman's Merits) 'tis to 
be fear'd great part of this Perſwaſton 
ariſes from mere external Circumſtan- 
ces. Prejudice bears a part in it; 

Pomp, 
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Pomp, Shew, and ev'n the nini ſte- 
rial Habit contributes not a little. 
Not that we read either of Pomp, 
Shew or Habit amongſt the Scripture 
Clergy. Theſe Decencies, as they 
are artfully call'd, are too apt to be- 
guile the Populace of their Paſſions, 
and Affections. As infidel a World 
as ſome Perſons repreſent it, there is 
{till more Bigotry in it, than Man- 
kind readily apprehends. A Legiſla- 
ture need have no Diſreſpect to the 
Clergy, and yet judge it very conve- 
nient that the People under their 
Care ſhou'd be enabled to fee things 
in a juſt Light; and that Miniſters of 
the Goſpel ſhou'd ſtand, and remain 
ſolely upon the Goſpel. Truth may 
gain Proſelytes, and the Deportment 
of Men may gain Reſpect, but the 
Goſpel is a Stranger equally to Force, 
or Art. 


Sor RRSTITIOoN is another Evil, 


which Mankind in ſome Meaſure 
might 
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might be enabled to avoid. The 
ſame Act which wou'd enlarge their 
Perſons, wou'd enlarge their Minds. 
Now Superſtition embraces the Ce- 
remonies, and Trappings of Religion, 
inſtead of the [M's When this 
ſpecious Phantom, and ſhallow Infir- 
mity will be entirely chas'd out of the 
World I cannot affirm. But I beg 
leave to affirm, that Nations are not 
oblig'd to lend the Infirmity all man- 
ner of Accommodations for its Uſe. 
The Cuſtom of numerous Ceremo- 
nies may be juſt in States, where Ig- 
norance is the Mother of Devotion ; 
but not in thoſe, where Knowledge 
ſhou'd be ſuppos d to have that Of- 
fice, and who profeſs the Purity of 
the Goſpel. 


Wk Nc comes it, except from a 
corrupt Intereſt, or very erroneous 
Zeal, that the Idea of a Puritan is 
become amongſt us a reproachful 
Character ? Strange, that what was, 
par * 
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part of the Excellency of the Refor- 
mation ſhou'd now be eſteem'd a 
Crime! External Amuſements in re- 
ligious Worſhip attract our Pity, and 
Complaint, or poſſibly we ſmile at 
'em, conſider'd in the Regions of Po- 
pery; in another Region they obtain 
the gentle Appellation of Significan- 


cy, and Decency. We lee in our 


Churches of late Years even an In- 
creaſe of theſe Amuſements. How 
can a Proteſtant Church creep and 
pant fo after all the Pageantry of Po- 
pery, if it really aims at a ſpiritual 
Object, and not Superſtition! Tho 
the Dominion of Popery, tis not 
likely we ſhall ever fall under again, 
we ſeem relapſing into the Vanities 
of it apace. Mankind are too apt in 
themſelves to hang upon the Outſide 
of Religion, to have theſe reſting- 
places thrown out to them for the 
purpoſe. With Submiſſion I appre- 
hend our Miniſters ſhou'd endeavour 
to undeceive them in theſe Points, 


and 
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and inſtruct them in every higher At- 
tainment. Inſtead of which Inſtruc- 
tion our Pulpits generally go upon a 
favourite Topic, and upon Declama- 
tion, inſomuch that at preſent it may 
too juſtly be ſaid that there is not a 
great deal, except Outſide, and Form, 
left in the Church. 


ANp now can Mankind be ſo aſ- 
ſuming as to think this particular 


Church the only valid Communion, 


and to have the only valid Ordinan- 
ces, and that probably there is nat 
any competent Worſhip amongſt 
Diſſenters? Howſoever excellent ag 
Church of England may be, tis 
great Error to —— Others ; i 
Validity. All Proteſtants have an 
equal Right to their Perſuaſion, and 
if their Churches belong to Chriſt 
they are certainly _ .Churches. 
It any chuſe a Church, built due 
Eaſt and Weſt; If many cannot 
eſteem public Prayers ſignificant 
with- 
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without a Surplice, or Sermon ſig- 
nificant without a Gown, let theſe 
poſſeſs and enjoy their eſtabliſh'd 
Method. But Others alſo ſhou'd be 
deem'd Chriſtians, tho' their Churches 
are not erected by the Compaſs, tho' 
they pray without a Surplice, and 
their Sermons are deliver d without 
a Gown. Superſtition may eye theſe 
Externals, but Chriſtianity is not 


concern'd in them. 


Tau Chriſtians, uſe what Com- 
munion they will, are all of one 
Communion, and one Church. The 
Church of Chriſt is always one, tho 
the Manner and Form of it may 
be greatly various. Every Proteſtant 
Church in this Kingdom, and in 
all Kingdoms of the World, ought 
to be left to its own Manner of 


Worſhip. 


Taz Magiſtrate has no Concern 


in theſe Caſes further than a recom- 
K mendatory 
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mendatory Power, and the Influence 
of his own good Example. The glori- 
ous Guardianſhip of Liberty reſts with 
him, and in the warm Wiſhes of eve- 


ry diſintereſted Man. 


Tiug and Experience have de- 
monſtrated the Vanity of attempting 
external Uniformity in Religion, by 
coercive Meaſures, and have pointed 
out the real Expedience of leaving 
that Door open. Time and Expe- 
rience have led the State into a 
kind of Neceſſity of giving the La- 
ity an Independance, as the only 
effectual Remedy to ſecure them 


from the — s inconſtant Con- 
duct. 


In this View, a Repeal of our ex- 
cluſtve Sanctions wou'd be both juſt ; 
and further, ſeems preferable to 
withdrawing each injurious Law or 
Canon, one by one ; might be leſs 
obnoxious to popular Prejudice, and 


leſs 
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leſs attended with Envy. This glo- 
rious Point of Juſtice in the Legiſla- 
ture wou'd merit to be call'd with 
Propriety, TE ProTEsTanT AcT, 


From this great Ara Liber 
wou'd date its full Eſtabliſhment, 
and the Reformation her being ren- 
der'd complete. Party and Animo- 
ſity wou'd die out of the midſt of 
us, and be extinguiſh'd together in 
one Day. Bigotry will wear away, 
and Superſtition in all its Shapes 
grow aſham'd. Religion will be- 
come rational, Society eaſy, the 


whole Britiſh State ſtrong, peaceful, 


invincible. 
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